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April 14, 2023
8:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m.
Franklin City Hall Development Services Conference Room

8:00 am Welcome and Introductions Mike Cassity

8:05 am *Approval of March Meeting Minutes Mike Cassity

8:05 am  -- 8:20 am Announcements: 
Membership Update (Al Pramuk)
Native Grasses
Envision Franklin Update
*ITE Issue Paper on EVs

Andrew Orr

8:20 am -- 8:50 am *Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant (EEC-
BG) Allocation Update

Eric Conner

8:50 am  -- 8:55 am Site Visit or Peer Exchange Ideas Andrew Orr 

8:55 am -- 9:00 am  News/Updates/Adjourn:
-Next Meeting May 12, 2023

Mike Cassity

*Item contains an attachment or link
 
CITY OF FRANKLIN MISSION STATEMENT: Franklin will continually strive to be a community of choice for individuals, families, and 
businesses to grow and prosper through an excellent quality of life supported by exceptional, responsive, and cost-effective City services.   

Anna Timme (12/14/2024)  Christina Christiansen (Utility Rep) (8/23/2025)
Mike Cassity (11/10/2024) Brian Stone  (12/13/2025)
Beverly Burger (BOMA co-terminus) John Brevard (12/14/2024)

Eric McElroy (Franklin Tomorrow co-terminus since 2/8/2022) Al Pramuk (12/14/2024)
R. Keith Gordon (3/23/2024)

The Sustainability Commission was created to continue the work Initiated by the Sustainability Task Force and to act as a policy 
advisory body to the Board of Mayor and Aldermen and City Administrator in the development and initiation of programs that 
will enhance and promote economic development, environmental health, and social equity within our community for present and 
future generations (Ord. 2009-41).          
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE FRANKLIN SUSTAINABILITY COMMISSION 

March 10, 2023 
Development Services 

Conference Room 
8:00 am 

 
Members Present: Anna Timme, Mike Cassity, Alderman Beverly Burger, Christina 
Christiansen, Brian Stone, John Brevard, Chase Harper, Eric McElroy, R. Keith Gordon 
 
Members Absent: None 
 
Staff Present: Andrew Orr, Eric Conner, Teresa Anderson 
 
WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS: 
Mike Cassity welcomed everyone to the meeting. Everyone introduced themselves and 
gave a brief introduction.  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
Andrew gave a membership update to the Commission. Andrew announced that today will 
be Chase Harper’s last meeting as he has taken on a new position. Mr. Harper stated with 
his new position, he will be traveling more. 
 
Approval of May Meeting Minutes 
A motion was made to approve the January 2023 minutes as presented, by Chase Harper, 
seconded by John Brevard. The motion carried with all in favor. 
 
Litter Clean UP Recap 
Andrew expressed his appreciation for all the work that everyone did. This information was 
passed along to the Streets Department, and it helped with the coordination of the City 
Employee litter clean up day. This happened a few Fridays ago and started at 7 in the morning. 
Groups of 10 were broken into teams and those teams were broken down even further. This 
day was very successful in collecting around 4,000 pounds of trash from around the City. This 
event is held every year, but there is talk about adding a second day throughout the year.  
 
Alderman Burger has been calling in regarding litter along the interstate and Steve Grubb has 
been great at handling it, even though it is TDOT’s responsibility.  
 
Native Grasses at City Parks Update 
John Brevard stated he met with Andy from Nashville Natives a few weeks ago. He does a lot of 
the projects at the rest areas along the interstate. John showed some pictures of Pinkerton 
Park. Along the walkway, under the trees near the playground, John notices some dirt areas 
and is concerned with some possible run off and mud. This area may be a good place to get 
some type of plant in there to hold the runoff back. John mentioned sedges, which is like a 
grass. Andy thought sedges may be tough to get established in this area, but John thinks it 
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could be worth a try. They usually get no taller than a foot. Another problem Andy mentioned 
was the traffic close to the playground areas. John said we could go further down and do some 
test areas. Andrew pulled up an aerial of the park. This is the northeast quadrant of Pinkerton 
Park; this is an area that poses a problem after a rainstorm. By planting certain plants in these 
areas, it would help absorb the water and with runoff. Native plants have roots that can go 12-
15 feet, so it is like a huge sponge. John mentioned using switchgrass.  
 
John explained these are all just some ideas. He stated Brian Walker was going to mention 
these ideas to the City and see how much this would cost. This project would be around 
$20,000, which sounds like a lot but, it would also add to wildlife, pollinators, educational, etc. 
John said he has done several of these projects all over and they have come out great. John 
showed pictures of Bridgestone that has had this done. Other examples were shown as well.  
 
North Creek Nursery is generally where John gets these native grasses.  
 
Discussion was had on future savings by using native grasses. Native grasses only need to be 
mowed once a year. John also stated native grasses or flowers don’t have to be used. Small 
shrubs could also be used, which produce berries for birds.  
 
Andrew asked what the next step would be with the Parks Department. John explained that 
Brian has presented this to the Parks Department.  
 
John explained there are three different ways to start the process, plugs, seeding, or controlled 
burning. He does not think the City will allow for the controlled burning. Seeding would 
probably be the most economical. The space at Harlinsdale would roughly cost around $25,000. 
 
Commissioner Cassity asked John to speak about the wildlife benefits. John explained quail 
would be attracted to the larger areas containing native grasses.  
 
Envision Franklin Update Overview 
Andrew spoke about the Comprehensive update to the Envision Franklin Land Use Plan. He 
would like the Commission thoughts on key planning issues and ideas sustainability wise. Every 
five years we do this update. This guides the City of Franklin for future land use and in the 
urban growth area. This articulates the long-term vision of the kind of places that Franklin’s 
residents, businesses, and institutions want for their future. This is a Planning Commission 
document, so it is approved by the Planning Commission but also linked to the Zoning 
Ordinance, which is adopted by the Board of Mayor and Aldermen.  
 
Andrew explained some of the major updates are typically done every five years. These updates 
involve, city staff, FMPC, BOMA, citizens, and consultants. The policies are evaluated, 
assessments of plan amendments are done, changing conditions, trends, or new approaches 
are identified, and then any necessary adjustments are made due to any changes in state law.  
 
Andrew explained a consultant team has been hired to assist with this project (Rundell 
Ernstberger Associates) and staff is working with them hand in hand. We are currently in the 
first phase, which began in December, and plan on taking the year to complete.  
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Andrew reviewed some of the major plan elements and the key planning issues. Andrew stated 
that the current vision in the plan is that Franklin will be a connected community of vibrant 
neighborhoods anchored by its historic downtown. When we conducted an outreach study a 
few years back on our guiding principles, the following are what rose to the top: managed 
growth, economic vitality, vibrant neighborhoods, historic preservation, natural beauty, 
exceptional design, connected community, and context-responsive infill.  
 
Andrew reviewed some of the key planning issues that were identified from 2015-2016. 
Andrew said that the consultant has been asked to perform a housing analysis and policies 
moving forward. The housing issue seems to be rising to the top for this update. Deborah 
Meyerson has been brought on to the team to analyze the housing trends, identify gaps with 
adopted housing and market. She has been interviewing people in the community and housing 
experts.  
 
Aldermen Burger asked if it was known how many apartments we have within the city. Eric said 
currently we have just over 9,000 apartments, and approved, but not yet built, an additional 
6,000. How is it determined when it is the right time to stop adding more. Andrew said 
hopefully the housing study will answer some of these questions. Andrew said another thing we 
are seeing other than apartments, we could have a neighborhood with single-family homes, all 
for rent. Also discussed were the apartments that are being built, aren’t necessarily reasonably 
priced, so if the market falls, these could potentially be empty buildings.  
 
Andrew said another big part of this update is the creation of a Factory District. Staff held a 
Factory District Workshop on February 16 in Liberty Hall. It was well attended. It is being 
branded as creating an Arts District anchored by the Factory. There will be another meeting 
regarding this coming soon.  
 
The next opportunity to discuss Envision Franklin will be on Wednesday, March 22nd at 
Columbia State Community College, Community Room, Building A. There will be two sessions: 
the first from 11 am to 1 pm and the second from 5:00 pm to 6:30 pm.  
 
Commissioner Cassity is very impressed with everything staff is doing for Envision Franklin.  
 
Teresa said there is a web page for more information regarding Envision Franklin. There will 
also be a press release, and you can be added to a distribution list by going to the webpage and 
adding your email.   
 
NEWS/ADJOURN 
With no further business to come before the Commission, Aldermen Burger moved to adjourn 
the meeting at 9:11 am, seconded by John Brevard; the motion carried with all in favor.  
 
The next meeting will be on Friday, April 14, 2023, at 8:00 am.  



ENERGY EFFICIENCY AND CONSERVATION BLOCK GRANT PROGRAM  
AGENCY 
US Department of Energy 
WEB LINK 
https://www.energy.gov/scep/energy-efficiency-and-conservation-block-grant-program 
 
EECBG Program Intro for Local Governments Webinar Slides (energy.gov) 
 
CONTACT NAME, NUMBER, ADDRESS, E-MAIL  
eecbg@hq.doe.gov 
 

GOAL OF THE GRANT  
The Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant (EECBG) Program is designed to assist 
states, local governments, and Tribes in implementing strategies to reduce energy use, to reduce 
fossil fuel emissions, and to improve energy efficiency. 
 
MAXIMUM FUNDS AVAILABLE 
$145,990 
MATCHING REQUIREMENTS 
None 
FIT FOR CITY OF FRANKLIN/POTENTIAL PROJECTS 
 
IMPORTANT DATES 
April 28: Pre-Application information checklist due 
Jun 1 – July 31: Application period 2 
Sept 1 – Oct 31: Application period 3 
Dec 1 – Jan 31 (2024): Final Application period 
 
Grant Submitted by:  
Staff 
 
Application Processing Timeline: 

• Vouchers: 30-60 days 
• Grants following blueprints: Up to 60 days 
• Grants not following blueprints: Minimum 90 days 

Local governments can opt-in to a voucher, which covers either: 
1) A suite of technical assistance service AND/OR 
2) Equipment purchase and installation rebates 

Vouchers have lighter administrative / reporting burden (April 13th webinar 3-4 EDT) 
Example Voucher Applications- 

https://www.energy.gov/scep/energy-efficiency-and-conservation-block-grant-program
https://www.energy.gov/sites/default/files/2023-02/EECBG%20Program_ALRD%20Intro%20Webinars_Locals_0.pdf
mailto:eecbg@hq.doe.gov


 Technical Assistance: 
• Policy, Planning and Program Design 
• Building retrofits planning and design 
• Engineering and modeling 
• Community and stakeholder engagement 
• Program admin and implementation support 

Equipment Rebates: 
• Tech to retrofit buildings (ex: HVAC, heat pumps, windows, insulation, weatherization 

materials) 
• EVs and EV charging stations and equipment 
• Equipment for renewable energy 
• Metering equipment  
• Electric system upgrades to accommodate technology installations 

 
 
 



 
 
 

ITE DEVELOPING TREND EXPLORATION: 
ELECTRIFICATION 

Executive Summary 
Many government agencies and vehicle manufacturers around the world are collaborating on ways to move 

away from fossil fuel-based vehicles to slow the human impact on climate change, create new jobs, and reduce 

the number of materials necessary for vehicle manufacturing.  The following is a list of recent legislation from 

around the world, that supports this goal: 

• In April 2022, the Canadian Ministry of Transport announced plans to expand the country’s national 

zero-emission vehicle purchase incentive program to reach a goal of 100 percent zero-emission cars by 

2035, and medium and heavy-duty vehicles by 20401 

• In September 2022, the Australian Ministry for Climate Change and Energy announced plans to develop 

a strategy to reach zero vehicle emissions by 20502 

• By the end of 2022, state legislatures within the United States have enacted or considered a phase out 

of gas-powered car sales3 in California, Connecticut, Delaware, Hawaii, Maine, Maryland, 

Massachusetts, Nevada, New Jersey, New Mexico, New York, North Carolina, Oregon, Rhode Island, 

Vermont, and Washington 

• The Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA) Bill passed by the U.S. Congress in 2021 dedicated $7.5 

billion4 towards the development of electric vehicle infrastructure with further investments and 

incentives included in the Inflation Reduction Act of 20225 

As the proliferation of alternative fuel vehicles and electrification develops, ITE members will be called upon to 

advise on how these vehicles will impact our transportation system and communities. Historically, the type of 

advice likely to be sought from ITE members could include site design, roadway safety, funding impacts, 

workforce capacity, community equity, alternative fuel options, and electrical grid impacts; however, 

socioeconomic questions could arise. For example, would driving behavior of electric vehicle users change based 

on frequency, availability of charging stations, and the duration to charge? Further, what are some of the 

barriers for people considering adopting electric vehicles? While a lot of media attention is placed on 

electrification of the vehicle fleet, other emerging electric micromobility options such as e-Bikes, e-Scooters, and 

e-Carts create a new set of opportunities and challenges for transportation professionals. 

 
1 https://www.canada.ca/en/transport-canada/news/2022/04/minister-of-transport-announces-the-expansion-of-the-
incentives-for-zero-emission-vehicles-program.html  
2 https://minister.dcceew.gov.au/bowen/media-releases/next-steps-national-electric-vehicle-strategy  
3 https://motorandwheels.com/what-states-banning-gas-cars/ 
4 https://bipartisanpolicy.org/blog/a-status-update-on-ev-charging-infrastructure-investments-in-the-iija/  
5 https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/jy0923  

https://www.canada.ca/en/transport-canada/news/2022/04/minister-of-transport-announces-the-expansion-of-the-incentives-for-zero-emission-vehicles-program.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/transport-canada/news/2022/04/minister-of-transport-announces-the-expansion-of-the-incentives-for-zero-emission-vehicles-program.html
https://minister.dcceew.gov.au/bowen/media-releases/next-steps-national-electric-vehicle-strategy
https://motorandwheels.com/what-states-banning-gas-cars/
https://bipartisanpolicy.org/blog/a-status-update-on-ev-charging-infrastructure-investments-in-the-iija/
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/jy0923
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The ITE Electric Vehicle (EV)/Electrification Working Group was formed in August 2022 as part of the ITE 

Sustainability Standing Committee of the Transportation Planning Council.  They have spent the last quarter 

discussing emerging electrification topics of interest that transportation professionals may become exposed to 

in the coming years. These briefs are meant to outline and highlight items where ITE members can play a role in 

expanding the dialogue and raising awareness of issues related to electrification. 

With the completion of EV Infrastructure Deployment Plans for all 50 States, the District of Columbia, and 
Puerto Rico, all states within the United States now have access to fiscal years (FY) 2022 and 2023 formula 
funding to implement National Electric Vehicle Infrastructure (NEVI), totaling more than $1.5 billion funded by 
the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL).  These funds are expected to help build and install EV chargers over 
approximately 75,000 miles of highway throughout the country. All approved plans are available on the Federal 
Highway Administration (FHWA) website6 and funding tables for the full 5 years of the NEVI Formula program 
can be viewed here. Within these plans there are several common themes, including the following: 

• Charging station implementation, corridor development, and future-proofing 

• Customer service concepts (e.g., seamless travel, costs, reliability) 

• Partnerships, particularly related to fast-charging stations 

• Measures of effectiveness and monitoring 

• Equity (geographic, economic, demographic) 

• Seasonal weather and emergency preparedness 

Understanding what influences current and future 
demand for EVs is vital to planning the future of 
transportation.  The reasons that communities should 
support EVs should be clearly summarized and 
understood.  Understanding fleet penetration rates 
through a study of the EV market is one way to 
accomplish this goal. Simply banning sales of gasoline 
powered motor vehicles will not necessarily lead to a 
swift transition given the average price of new EV sales 
is more than $60,0007. It is also important not to let 
new car sales information be conflated with the 
composition of the vehicle fleet. Optimistically, half of 
new vehicle sales could be electric by 2030, but 
realistically it will probably take longer. Since only 
about 5 percent of vehicles are replaced each year, it 
takes 15-20 years before the percentage of vehicle 
sales are reflected in the fleet. With current policies, it 
is unlikely that the fleet will be fully electric before 
2050. No matter the EV fleet penetration forecast, we 
are currently entering the inflection point for the EV 
fleet size. Because of this, traditional transportation 
topics such as emissions, engine noise, energy security, 
school buses, consumer costs, equity, batteries, and 
vehicle inspection will be disrupted. 
  

 
6 Joint Office of Energy and Transportation, https://driveelectric.gov/  
7 https://b2b.kbb.com/news/view/new-vehicle-transaction-prices-end-2022-at-record-highs/  

The following sections discuss each emerging 

electrification topic identified by the working group. An 

accompanying prioritization poll is provided to help the 

working group advance information for ITE members. 

The questions ask what your top priority is, followed by 

ranking each of the topics from your perspective (1-

highest to 5-lowest).  You can have as many 1-2-3-4-5's 

as you wish in the second part. The final three items 

seek out if we missed any key topics of interest to ITE 

members, if you have interest in this topic area and 

might wish to participate with the working group 

(contact information). Once we have your insights on 

top priorities, we plan to explore ideas of case studies, 

quick bites, webinars, presentations, and other means 

of obtaining and sharing information with ITE 

membership. The poll will take about 2-5 minutes to 

complete. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/92J6D6C  

 

 

 

https://driveelectric.gov/state-plans/
https://driveelectric.gov/state-plans/
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJlbWFpbCI6InJhY2hlbC5tY2d1aXJlQGphY29icy5jb20iLCJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoiMTAxIiwic3Vic2NyaWJlcl9pZCI6IjI5MDY4OTY5MjAiLCJsaW5rX2lkIjoiMjUyMzgwNDkzOSIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpkaWdlc3QiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5maHdhLmRvdC5nb3YvYmlwYXJ0aXNhbi1pbmZyYXN0cnVjdHVyZS1sYXcvZXZzXzV5ZWFyX25ldmlfZnVuZGluZ19ieV9zdGF0ZS5jZm0iLCJidWxsZXRpbl9pZCI6IjIwMjIxMTAzLjY2MTMyMjgxIn0.lhol3pz_A5Gql-CYxoOB4c2Y36pVveunPbz6-Pwozh0__;!!B5cixuoO7ltTeg!FwwO5pAPzl5pNlixWo_lLHrCVNeISqupt2No16SJbsb_JCgG3OA-g9oCa6-kM_u_g1QojdTUw4eMGvMr08gNeYxcl7A$
https://driveelectric.gov/
https://b2b.kbb.com/news/view/new-vehicle-transaction-prices-end-2022-at-record-highs/
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/92J6D6C
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Emerging Electrification Issues of Interest to Transportation 
Professionals 
 
The ITE EV/Electrification (EVE) Working Group discussed several issues of interest to transportation 

professionals related to electrification. The following sections have been identified in priority order as 

established by the EVE Working Group, relative to ITE. While this list is by no means exhaustive nor the priorities 

final, it forms the starting point for discussion. The intent of outlining these issues is to allow the EVE Working 

Group to advance a few of these ideas in greater detail this year, forming the basis for potential research 

problem statements to eventually be advanced with more data and analysis. 

1. EV Planning – the number of charging stations and their locations in the public and private space 

One of the questions ITE receives the most from jurisdictions is the following:  
Based on my jurisdiction’s characteristics, how can I plan for the number and location of EV charging 
stations for all types of chargers (public chargers, private workplace chargers, home chargers, truck 
chargers, micromobility chargers, etc.)?  
 

A compilation of existing resources and tools for EV infrastructure, planning, and implementations is needed to 
answer this question, along with local context. This could include a guide to find calculators, toolkits, datasets, 
maps, and references regarding planning of electric vehicle charging stations (EVCS). Some examples of tools 
and additional inquiries for consideration in siting EV infrastructure include the following: 
 
A. Methods for estimating demand and how to prioritize locations of charging infrastructure, such as: 

a. US DOT EV Resources: Examples of what ITE could organize, a comprehensive resource hub: 

• https://www.transportation.gov/rural/ev/toolkit/planning-resources/implementation-
installation-and-maintenance  

• https://www.transportation.gov/rural/ev/toolkit  

• https://www.nrel.gov/transportation/evi-x.html  

• https://theicct.org/publication/electric-vehicle-charging-guide-for-cities/  
 

b. City Plan Examples: 

• https://www.arcadis.com/en-us/knowledge-hub/perspectives/global/2020/resilience-to-

recovery/electric-vehicle-charging-infrastructure-planning-for-the-city-of-cambridge-

massachusetts  

• https://www.cityoffrederickmd.gov/DocumentCenter/View/10005/18-04-Concerning-the-

Adoption-of-a-Plug-in-Electric-Vehicle-Charging-Infrastructure-Implementation-Plan?bidId=  

 
B. An overview of charging station types (levels and connectors), including their constraints and demands.  

Information could include:  
a. Which e-vehicles require which types of connectors, and to what degree can they be 

compatible? For example, Teslas require different chargers than other e-vehicles. Can charging 
stations be designed to serve all e-vehicles to reduce duplication, waste, and user frustration?  

b. Ratio of Charging Stations to e-vehicles 
c. Charging time, costs, and integration with paid parking 
d. Portion of parking spaces that have charging stations, including turnover rate, particularly as it 

influences curbside management and on-street parking. 
 

https://www.transportation.gov/rural/ev/toolkit/planning-resources/implementation-installation-and-maintenance
https://www.transportation.gov/rural/ev/toolkit/planning-resources/implementation-installation-and-maintenance
https://www.transportation.gov/rural/ev/toolkit
https://www.nrel.gov/transportation/evi-x.html
https://theicct.org/publication/electric-vehicle-charging-guide-for-cities/
https://www.arcadis.com/en-us/knowledge-hub/perspectives/global/2020/resilience-to-recovery/electric-vehicle-charging-infrastructure-planning-for-the-city-of-cambridge-massachusetts
https://www.arcadis.com/en-us/knowledge-hub/perspectives/global/2020/resilience-to-recovery/electric-vehicle-charging-infrastructure-planning-for-the-city-of-cambridge-massachusetts
https://www.arcadis.com/en-us/knowledge-hub/perspectives/global/2020/resilience-to-recovery/electric-vehicle-charging-infrastructure-planning-for-the-city-of-cambridge-massachusetts
https://www.cityoffrederickmd.gov/DocumentCenter/View/10005/18-04-Concerning-the-Adoption-of-a-Plug-in-Electric-Vehicle-Charging-Infrastructure-Implementation-Plan?bidId=
https://www.cityoffrederickmd.gov/DocumentCenter/View/10005/18-04-Concerning-the-Adoption-of-a-Plug-in-Electric-Vehicle-Charging-Infrastructure-Implementation-Plan?bidId=
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C. Understanding the optimum balance of EVCS provision between vehicle owner residence/fleet yard, work 
sites, commercial sites and corridors will require research. 

 

D. Understanding the factors that affect the costs of installing, maintaining, and operating charging stations, 
and who should bear those costs. 

a. Home EVCS typically cost $500-1,500, plus installation which can cost an additional $500 to 
$2,000 for existing buildings, but less for new construction.  

b. Commercial EVCS cost much more but have a revenue recovery aspect from user fees which is 

not commonly understood.  Many agencies are wary of possible maintenance costs and 
durability (how many years they typically last). 

 
Guidance has yet to be developed for public versus private charging stations for vehicles, transit, freight, and 
other fleet vehicles. Considerations could include land use compatibility, including influencing land development 
codes for commercial and multi-family developments, including the provision to provide charging stations, 
overall charging demand, charging speed and time-of-day demands, and more. This would need to include 
consideration on who (e.g., agency or company) is responsible for owning/operating and maintaining the 
infrastructure, including coordination and operations agreement for temporal uses (e.g., office hours vs. 
overnight charging, public fleets vs private operators). Key considerations should include priorities for EVCS 
funding. For example, private funding might focus on new residential construction (single and multifamily), and 
long parking duration such as places of employment (e.g., offices). Examples of public funding might focus upon 
rural areas, energy deserts, long-distance corridor fast charging and light poles in urban areas where individual 
home charging is not possible. 
 

 
Figure 1. Electric vehicle charging stations at a hotel and at a shopping mall (private). Source: ITE. 

Transportation professionals routinely must weigh the cost of EV policies and land development mitigation 
measures. Understanding not only unit costs but total cost implication will help with understanding and 
implementation. The complete cost of EV charging includes equipment and the energy cost to the consumer or 
owner of charger. The national average in the United States for an at-home Level 2 electric car charging system 
(installed) is $1,3008. In addition, consideration needs to be given to other cost factors such as permits, garage 
or exterior modifications, wiring, plug-in vs. hardwired connections, and where the charger is located (indoors or 
outdoors). Having unit costs available to transportation professionals will help with decision making and timely 
implementation. 
 

 
8 https://www.jdpower.com/cars/shopping-guides/what-does-an-ev-home-charger-cost  

https://www.jdpower.com/cars/shopping-guides/what-does-an-ev-home-charger-cost
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A large majority of electric vehicle owners charge their units at home. However, homes are commonly built 
today without regard for the future of EVs. While there are numerous public and private issues associated with 
various development types, a simple consideration might be the idea of providing space and power in residential 
dwelling units (single or multi-family) for this need. This should consider vehicles and other mobility devices (for 
example, heavier e-Bikes). For multi-family residential, designing parking to be EV-ready with proper wiring for 
future EVCS is becoming common. Considering single-family examples, a simple consideration for electric 
passenger cars and pick-up trucks might be to add a 240V outlet in each newly constructed or renovated single-
family garage. This would allow homeowners to easily install a Level 2 charging station (just mount and plug in). 
In the land use development review process, these types of transportation mitigation measures could become 
conditions of development or become part of local building codes/requirements. Other development types 
would also need exploration (such as curbside management) to assess how public/private responsibilities can be 
established equitably.  ITE could help with developing uniform language for agencies when developing or 
promoting this new policy implementation.  
 

2. EV charging station accessibility  

With the transportation reauthorization (Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act IIJA) placing an emphasis on 
electric vehicles and charging stations, consideration to accessibility to properly invest in the future is crucial. 
The Access Board has provided a technical assistance document  (July 2022) that outlines how EVCS can be 
designed to be accessible to all users, including people with disabilities. ITE offered comments to the Access 
Board in October 2022 and can help practitioners become aware of these requirements and how they may be 
best applied.  
  
In terms of accessibility, the ITE Equity Committee has a working definition as follows:  

Accessibility - the provision of accommodations for all persons to fully approach, enter, operate, 
participate in, and/or use safely and with dignity, a site, facility, work environment, service, technology, 
activity, location and/or program.  This includes a holistic approach to social and spatial elements, 
encompassing the reduction or elimination of physical and attitudinal barriers through universal design 
best practices, as everyone deserves the opportunity to reach their full potential. 

 
Figure 2. Accessible electric vehicle charging stations. Source: U.S. Access Board. 

Simplistically speaking, placing curbs (barriers) between EVCS and users is not unlike revisiting the topic of 
accessible curb ramps for sidewalks. But the topic of accessibility goes beyond these aspects, including issues of 
e-Scooter and e-Bike accessibility at stairways as well as the implications of the quiet nature of EVs to all road 
users. Taking time to properly design accessibility of each site will require appropriate guidance. 

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USEERE/bulletins/32a53ca
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USEERE/bulletins/32a53ca
https://www.access-board.gov/news/2022/07/21/u-s-access-board-issues-design-recommendations-for-accessible-electric-vehicle-charging-stations/
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3. EV impacts on incident management  

With a small percentage of EVs in the vehicle population, battery issues associated with EVs, crashes, and first 
responders have yet to be fully understood. There are limited real life examples for protocols addressing 
extinguishing fires/the handling of hazardous materials, and EV batteries. Early experiences have noted 
excessive water needs to extinguish these fires using traditional methods. Case studies from state and 
metropolitan area corridor management teams should be consulted for incident crash management and EVCS 
best practices. Things as simple as outfitting corridor management crews with generators to address drivers who 
have run out of charge on highways and fire proof blankets to suffocate the fire are examples a few agencies are 
already deploying. Uniform and proven procedures for handling batteries in the event of major crash damage 
are also needed. The novel aspects of EVs and corridor management teams will likely require training that could 
be coordinated initially by ITE. 
 

4. EV impacts on transportation analysis 

There are aspects of EVs that affect fundamental transportation analysis and planning. Some issues which will 
require ITE consideration may include the following: 

• Updates to acceleration and deceleration assumptions for things like change and clearance intervals, 
and synchronization of traffic control signals based upon the different engine type and increased weight 
of EVs 

• Simulation model assumptions for things like gap acceptance on two-way stop-controlled intersections, 
AASHTO sight distance or roundabouts 

• Curbside management where public streets are used for EVCS 

• Effect on travel demand due to user perception of lower operating costs and clearer operation 

• Concept of “fail-safe” at rail grade crossings in the event of an EV loss of charge 

• Weight impacts for larger, longer distance vehicle battery types related to crash impact consequences 
and pavement/structure life 

• Impact to long-term transportation funding as compared to traditional road user charges 
 

5. Micromobility Electrification: e-Bikes, e-Scooters, e-Carts, etc. 

Most EV policies and subsidies are directed toward electric vehicles, 
but micromodes (e-bikes and e-scooters) are much more affordable, 
cost effective, and vastly outsell vehicles today. They also impose 
much smaller external costs (road and parking infrastructure costs, 
traffic congestion, and traffic risk imposed on other people). To date, 
most EV subsidies are not directed toward support for e-micromobiity. 
For cases where it has been done, those examples would be helpful for 
professionals in understanding why and how this may be done and 
how this integrates with other strategic goals, such as efforts to create 
more affordable and healthy transportation systems (plus VMT 
reduction targets such as in California, Oregon, Washington State, and 
British Columbia). This can also be linked to land use entitlement 
mitigation measure consideration. 
 
Electrification goes beyond cars and pick-up trucks. Other 
micromobility options (e-Bikes, e-Scooters, e-Carts, e-Skateboards) can 
provide urban mobility with greater affordability and lower external costs (road and parking infrastructure costs, 
congestion, and crash risk imposed on others). Charging for these e-micromobility modes can commonly be 
done with standard outlets, simplifying the need for charging. In urban areas especially, this can contribute to 
and enhance other non-vehicle, local-trip mobility choices. Accommodating street design for these electric 

Figure 3. Micromobility electrification                   
(e-Scooters). Source: ITE. 
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options—which are significantly slower than cars—create new design consideration for how to best address the 
needs of existing bicycle and pedestrian users as these EV modes emerge. Additionally, electrification of various 
modes is leading to historically slower modes becoming faster (motorcycle-like) requiring new considerations. 
ITE can help practitioners with advance design guidance related to e-micromobility. 
 

6. EV Fleets and bus charging – considering adequate utilities and the need to support fleet requirements 

Electric vehicles provide significant benefits to the 
decarbonization of fleets and bus services, 
particularly when replacing older polluting diesel 
models that emit pollutants through particulate 
matter. However, the intense duty cycles of these 
vehicles and the large heavy batteries used to fuel 
electric trucks and buses mean that these models 
may require high-powered charging and may need 
to charge mid-shift to be able to meet current 
operational needs. A “green” assessment of the 
scale of transit vehicle battery needs and passenger 
delivery capabilities as compared to disaggregated 
personal EVs and batteries has yet to be performed. 
Other policies affected by fleet EVs include issues of 
environmental/emission studies, e-wheelchair 
charging at bus stops, urban/rural investment, battery disposal, and Buy America policies. 
 
Other groups are exploring these topics in detail: 

• https://electrificationcoalition.org/work/electric-vehicle-fleets/ 

• https://www.gsa.gov/buy-through-us/products-services/transportation-logistics-services/fleet-
management/fleet-electrification 

• https://www.duke-energy.com/energy-education/energy-savings-and-efficiency/fleet-electrification 

• https://www.energy.gov/eere/femp/electric-vehicles-federal-fleets 

• https://smart.columbus.gov/playbook-asset/electric-vehicle-ev-fleet-adoption/challenges-and-future-
of-fleet-adoption 

ITE can be a voice at the table, providing a high-level assessment of the benefits of electrifying commercial, 
transit, and school bus vehicles with considerations for the challenges posed by needed charging infrastructure. 
 

7. EV charging station best practices at rest areas  

Rest areas may become opportunities for photovoltaic energy production. Is it possible to eliminate barriers to 
EVCS concessions that include solar photovoltaic energy production, energy storage, and comfort facilities for 
drivers?  These facilities can be provided in existing vehicle inspection and enforcement stations and in rest 
areas or through public-private partnerships. However, this may come into conflict with current Federal policies 
for rest areas.  Opening motorway (Interstate, freeway, and toll road) rest areas to energy and EV charging 
partnerships has the potential to generate revenue for public agency DOTs while reducing the impacts of heavy 
vehicles on local road networks, providing opportunity for new discussions about rest areas of the future. An 
example of this could be developing charging station rating systems which indicate the types of stations (levels 
and connector type), prices, and access to nearby services that motorists can use while waiting for vehicles to 
recharge (e.g., whether there are coffee shops, stores, parks, dog walking area, etc. within walking distances). 
Case studies and best practices are lacking today and could be expanded in all these areas. In particular, agency 
roles in addressing long distance corridor and rural needs will need to be weighed against urban investments 

Figure 4. Zero emissions all electric bus. Source: FTA. 

https://electrificationcoalition.org/work/electric-vehicle-fleets/
https://www.gsa.gov/buy-through-us/products-services/transportation-logistics-services/fleet-management/fleet-electrification
https://www.gsa.gov/buy-through-us/products-services/transportation-logistics-services/fleet-management/fleet-electrification
https://www.duke-energy.com/energy-education/energy-savings-and-efficiency/fleet-electrification
https://www.energy.gov/eere/femp/electric-vehicles-federal-fleets
https://smart.columbus.gov/playbook-asset/electric-vehicle-ev-fleet-adoption/challenges-and-future-of-fleet-adoption
https://smart.columbus.gov/playbook-asset/electric-vehicle-ev-fleet-adoption/challenges-and-future-of-fleet-adoption
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where homeowner/employer provision of EVCS is more plentiful and trips are shorter (averaging 10 to 20 miles). 
Priorities for EVCS investment in more expensive fast charging might focus upon rural areas/interstate corridors 
(e.g., rest areas) and high utilization fleets as compared to settings such as urban areas, residential uses, and 
long-duration parking settings (which may be deemed possibly lower public priority since a significant portion 
may be privately provided). 
 

8. EV charging station mapping – universal mapping and information sharing 

Now that EVs have become a substantial part of transportation, location of charging stations needs to continue 
to be a part of that planning and consideration. The same way fossil fuel vehicles can access multiple networks 
locating gas stations, there should be additional amenities for EV users. Not all EV motorists are aware of all 
public charging stations available.  This may not only discourage the public from switching to EV vehicles but 
may also limit the distance traveled by EV users due to a lack of knowledge.  Pointing users and ITE members to 
charging station maps will help decipher locations beyond just what is located on board the vehicle. One 
practical application would be for agency transportation plans to consider including an electrification element 
similar to other aspects of a transportation system plan (such as bicycles, freight, motor vehicles, pedestrian, 
transit, managed lanes, parking, airports, access management, pipelines, etc.) which would help with advanced 
community planning at a local level. Two examples of existing resources are the following: 

a) National level: https://afdc.energy.gov/fuels/electricity_locations.html#/find/nearest?fuel=ELEC 
b) County level: https://ecosystems.azurewebsites.net/SantaClara/ 

 

 
Figure 5. Electric vehicle charging station map with station details. Source: U.S. Department of Energy. 

 

9. EV charging station access – “energy deserts” 

Vehicles are an important mobility tool for individuals that do not have adequate access to mass transit, biking, 
or other sustainable modes. Electric vehicles have significant benefits through reduced emissions as compared 
to traditional fueled gas vehicles. People with disabilities, individuals living in multiunit dwellings and areas of 
cities that have experienced historical underinvestment have unique barriers to accessing charging 
infrastructure and electric vehicles. Considerations include partnerships with lighting companies/districts to 
jointly utilize light poles for EVCS in locations with limited charging opportunities. Agencies can play a role in 
partnerships and access to EVCS for charging opportunities for underserved communities. This is an opportunity 
where ITE could advance situational siting criterion for areas which have been underserved. 
  

https://afdc.energy.gov/fuels/electricity_locations.html#/find/nearest?fuel=ELEC
https://ecosystems.azurewebsites.net/SantaClara/
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10. EV truck charging needs, issues, and best practices 

EV charging for heavy vehicles varies by the application of the vehicle. Delivery vehicles that typically travel 100 
to 150 miles per day will rely on depot charging. Over-the-road motor carrier operations will rely on pre-trip 
depot charging and interval charging along the long-haul route, anticipating 600 to 900 miles of travel during a 
duty period and the need for a high-speed charging. Reducing the impacts of heavy vehicles on interchange 
operations, pavements, and regional and local roads might be achieved through the construction of motorway 
wayside charging facilities.    
 

11. EV Park & Ride repurposing 

Changes in commute patterns with the impact of COVID-19 have persisted in many regions and the future of 
daily commutes into central cities has forever changed. Concomitantly, an increase in midday travel and 
motorway volumes indicates that the use of automobiles for flexible trips is one of many responses to a change 
in the workplace.  In areas where mass transit park-n-ride facilities are experiencing ongoing excess capacity for 
parking, repurposing of one or more levels of a multistory carpark has the potential to create revenue streams 
for mass transit operators. This excess parking capacity may become a source of ridership, supporting an 
increase in the market share of mass transit.   

  
The Mobility Marketplace concept includes offering a wide variety of mobility options, concessions, energy 
generation and storage, and EV charging for transportation in the unused parking spaces. It is a flexible model 
that can also support micrologistics, emerging logistics, and mobility needs, particularly related to driver comfort 
and dignity; the ongoing evolution of the transportation system in response to the applications of technology for 
transportation electrification, autonomous mobility and logistics, shared services, and the connectivity that will 
drive more choice and improved reliability in logistics and mobility services. 
 
Due to the long duration of parking, Park& Ride lots provide a unique opportunity to support motorists who do 
not have access to charging stations. For example, rapid charging in these types of situations may not make 
much sense as Level 2 charging stations given the costs variations. 
 

12. EV in-motion charging opportunities and needs 

The concept of in-motion charging of EVs presents a new consideration in freeway, roadway, and corridor 
network planning. While efforts are ongoing in research to dynamic wireless charging in an electrified 
ecosystem, questions for transportation professionals exist around its role in providing a sustainable charging 
solution. Examples include the following: 
 

• Locations 

• Spacing 

• Cyber security 

• Vehicle interoperability 

• Utility infrastructure 

• Level of trip planning 

• Reliability for longer trips 

• Speeds at which vehicles would optimally be able to 
accomplish in-motion charging (e.g., freeway speed, local 
street speed, central business district activity, bus stops, traffic 
signal or stop signs) 

• Effects to other users beyond simply charging an EV 

• Rural and/or urban application – ability to accomplish door-to-
door trips 

• Managed lane use/corridor centric or metropolitan road 
network based 
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