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November 14, 2013
TO: Board of Mayor and Aldermen

FROM: Eric S. Stuckey, City Administrator s
David Parker, P.E., City Engineer
Paul P. Holzen, P.E., Director of Engineering

SUBJECT:  Consideration to install a new historical marker sign along Mack Hatcher and not fund
the construction of a way-finding sign and kiosk as part of the Mack Hatcher NE
Widening Project.

Purpose
The purpose of this memorandum is to provide the Board of Mayor and Aldermen (BOMA) with

information to consider taking on elements of the Mack Hatcher signage (historical marker and way-
finding) that the Tennessee Department of Transportation (TDOT) is removing from the Mack Hatcher
widening project currently underway.

Background
The Transportation Commissioner for the State of Tennessee has determined that TDOT will not

construct a way-finding sign and kiosk about Roper’s Knob. The City is bringing this forward to the
BOMA to consider reimbursement to TDOT for the construction of the way-finding sign and kiosk.

The City of Franklin has held conversations with the State’s construction engineering and inspection
(CEI) consultant and the TDOT Project Manager to determine if the City would be willing to pay for the
installation of the way-finding sign and kiosk. Due to the contractual obligations of TDOT, the materials
for this way-finding sign and kiosk structure have been paid for by TDOT. The cost of the structure and
the installation is over $75,000. TDOT is contractually responsible for $14,000 for the materials leaving
the installation at $61,000. The way-finding sign and kiosk is to be located at location 1 as shown on
Exhibit A.

In addition to the way-finding sign and kiosk, the project had to move and temporarily store the existing
“Roper’s Knob™ historical marker. The intent is to relocate the historical marker to location 2 as shown
on Exhibit A. Prior to starting construction TDOT documented that the historical marker was damaged.
The estimate for a new historical marker is $3,000.

Financial Impact
The installation of the way-finding sign and kiosk has a significant impact on the City’s Capital Budget.

Below are three options for consideration.

Option 1 Install the sign and kiosk at location 1 as shown on Exhibit A. Location 1 has two
distinct problems. First is that location 1 misrepresents where Roper’s Knob is actually
located. Of the two hilltops, Roper’s Knob is the southeast hilltop and will not be visible.
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The second problem is that to place the sign there requires the construction of a retaining
wall that drives the cost of the installation to $61,000.

Option 2 Install the fractured historical marker sign at location 2 and do not fund the installation
of the sign and kiosk. Location 2 is at the arbor structure and the intersection of the
spencer creek greenway and Mack Hatcher multi-use path. This option has no cost to the
City of Franklin.

Option 3 Install a new historical marker sign at location 2 and do not fund the installation of the
sign and kiosk. Location 2 is at the arbor structure and the intersection of the Spencer
Creek greenway and Mack Hatcher multi-use path. The estimated cost of a new
historical marker is $3,000.

Recommendation
Staff recommends approval of Option 3 to install a new historical marker sign at location 2 as shown on
Exhibit A and not fund the installation of the sign and kiosk. The estimated cost of the new historical

marker is $3,000.
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