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Staff Recommended Good Neighbor Letter 
 
Dear Neighbor, 
 
I am writing to let you know of a proposed event coming to your neighborhood this summer.  On July 
21st we are proposing that the streets of Franklin play host to a first of its kind downtown event, The 
Battle of Franklin Criterium.  Top cyclists from around the region would converge to compete in this 
inaugural event.  Criterium racing is the most popular form of bicycle racing in the United States.  Races 
typically take place on closed off downtown streets and draw thousands of spectators to the venues.  
The Battle of Franklin Criterium is anticipated to draw close to 500 racers and 2,000 spectators into 
Downtown Franklin. 
 
Several streets would be affected by the event.  The event map is attached to this letter.  It highlights 
the streets which will be closed and those with limited access. 
 
The Battle of Franklin Criterium is a USA Cycling and Tennessee Bicycle Racing Association sanctioned 
event.  The event is being organized by the Harpeth Bicycles Racing Team and sponsorship is coming 
from some very well regarded local companies such as Nissan North America, Whole Foods Market, 
Yazoo Brewery, Lightning 100, and Industrial Strength Marketing. 
 
In conjunction with The Battle of Franklin Criterium, Rhizome Productions is proposing a Beer Festival on 
Third Avenue North.  This event will offer some of the best local and regional craft beers currently 
available.  Rhizome Productions most recently put on the East Nashville Beer Festival, which sold out 
2,000 tickets in a matter of hours. 
 
These combined events would run from 8 a.m. until 5 p.m. with exciting racing action taking place 
throughout.  With set-up and tear-down, we anticipate having the area closed from 6 a.m. until 
approximately 7 p.m.  The race course has been designed to optimize spectator viewing with two-way 
racing down Main Street.  The design also has the added benefit of drawing increased foot traffic into 
downtown businesses while not impeding access for their existing customer base. 
 
If you would like to contact someone in the City Administrator’s office regarding the event, you may 
contact Monique McCullough by e-mail at MoniqueM@FranklinTN.gov, by phone at 615-791-3268, or 
by mail at 109 Third Avenue South, Franklin, TN 37064.  
 
If you or need to contact the event organizer, would like to get involved, or become a sponsor, you may 
contact Jonathan Woody at Jonathan@HarpethBikes.com.   
 
We look forward to sharing this exciting day with you. 
 
Regards, 
David Collins 
Director, Criterium Race 
Harpeth Bicycles Racing Team 
 
Enclosures: 
Course Map 
Contacts 
Race Flyer 

mailto:MoniqueM@FranklinTN.gov
mailto:Jonathan@HarpethBikes.com
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FELLOW FRANKLIN NEIGHBORS 
 

This letter is to inform you of a pending bicycle race, healthy eating and regional craft beer festival  
that is being considered by the City of Franklin.  With your support this event will occur in and around  
downtown Franklin on Saturday July 21, 2012 or alternatively Saturday August 18, 2012.   

Produced by I am the engine, a Franklin community organization with a mission to connect the joy of  
cycling to a happier and healthier community, this event will require that certain streets be closed  
while the racers are on a course which loops in and around Main Street. 

The enclosure contained with this letter outlines the details of these events. You will find the race  
schedule, the course layout, the impacted streets, alternate routes, parking areas, and the locations  
of festival activities. We recommend that you use this information to help plan ahead for the day of the event. 

Nissan North America, Whole Foods Market, Lightning 100, Harpeth Bicycles and  
Industrial Strength Marketing (ISM) as well as the Tennessee Department of Transportation (TDOT)  
support this initiative that will bring considerable attention and excitement to Historic Franklin, Tennessee. 

This community wellness initiative, I am the engine (IATE), is focused on harnessing and elevating  
the incredible power of the human body and fueling it properly. It is a celebration of our inherent  
self-propelled spirit and what drives each of us to better serve our community. It is about seeing people  
riding bicycles on our city streets, eating well and living zero emissions lifestyles.   

It is our firm belief that The City of Franklin enjoys a unique opportunity to become a destination for people  
who seek a higher quality of active life.  Through your support of this event and by embracing the bicycle  
you can send a clear message that – takes our children down a path to living a sustainable life.  
What we eat, how we propel ourselves, what we buy and the decisions we make everyday.  

This letter is more than just a notice about an event; it is about future generations of Franklin  
residents and the world we leave to them. 

If you would like to contact someone in the City Administrator’s office regarding the event, you may  
contact Monique McCullough by e-mail at MoniqueM@FranklinTN.gov, by phone at 615-791-3268,  
or by mail at 109 Third Avenue South, Franklin, TN 37064.  

Our event team may be reached by contacting Jonathan Woody via e-mail at  
Jonathan@HarpethBikes.com, by phone at 615-210-5826, or by mail at  
8115 Isabella Lane, Suite 4, Nashville, TN 37027.  
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THE BATTLE OF FRANKLIN 2012 | AN EVENT PROPOSAL
Submitted by I AM THE ENGINE, LLC.
May 31, 2012

8115 ISABELLA LANE, SUITE 4 BRENTWOOD, TENNESSEE 37027  IAMTHEENGINE.ORG 



HANDCRAFTED IN NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE

INTRODUCTION

Industry leaders Nissan North America (Nissan), Whole Foods Market, 
Harpeth Bicycles (Harpeth) and Industrial Strength Marketing (ISM), in 
collaboration with Lightning 100 FM and Rhizome Productions (Rhizome) 
collectively named “I am the Engine” are pleased to submit a ground-breaking 
event proposal to the Historic City of Franklin, Tennessee.  

Effective May 18, 2012, National Bike to Work Day, a collection of Franklin 
based organizations joined forces to spark an ongoing initiative to inspire 
active lifestyles, affect positive change, reduce childhood obesity and 
sedentary related diseases here in The City of Franklin.

The platform to build this community initiative centers squarely on 
Historic Downtown Franklin with the initiative kicking off with a marquee 
competitive bicycle race, craft beer festival and a “Shop in Downtown 
Franklin” merchant promotional event. 

The I am the Engine team has designated the Hard Bargain Association 
of Franklin, Tennessee as our designated event charitable cause along with 
organizations mutually supported by Nissan, Whole Foods Market and our 
community partners.

“The mission of Hard Bargain is to impact lives and preserve Franklin’s 
history by restoring existing homes, building quality affordable housing, and 
revitalizing generational neighborhoods.”



HANDCRAFTED IN NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE

I AM THE ENGINE

This community wellness initiative, I am the engine (IATE), is focused on 
harnessing and elevating the incredible power of the human body and 
fueling it properly. It is a celebration of our inherent self-propelled spirit 
and what drives each of us to better serve our community. It is about 
seeing people riding bicycles on our city streets, eating well and living 
zero-emissions lifestyles.  

It is our firm belief that The City of Franklin enjoys a unique opportunity to 
become a destination for people who seek a higher quality of active life.  
Franklin, through it’s support of this event and by embracing the bicycle, can 
send a clear message which – takes our children down a path to living a 
sustainable life. What we eat, how we propel ourselves, what we buy and 
the decisions we make everyday. This is bigger than a one-day event, it is 
about setting an example for future generations of Franklin residents to
positively impact the world we leave to them.

The time is now for the City of Franklin to more fully become:

1.  A City that, in thought and in action, believes all humans and bicyclist are created equal.

2.  A Community filled with active people embracing the bicycle as a tool for living a healthier and happier life.

3.  A Place where government and civil society work together to create a sustainable future.



HANDCRAFTED IN NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE

A PERFECT EVENT AT THE RIGHT TIME

Broken down to its simplest parts, this event is quite simply a bicycle race, 
exposition and beer festival.  The bike race and the healthy living exposition is 
the excitement and awareness draw and the beer festival will attract a critical 
mass of people.  Cycling is in its early stages of awareness with Nissan now 
centering international marketing strategies on its recent support and sponsor-
ship of Lance Armstrong and current sponsorship of Team Radioshack, 
Nissan, Trek.  Nissan’s dedication to this sport is the largest of any corpora-
tion in the United States today and it is centered right here in Franklin.  
Nissan has shared that through this initiative, it hopes it can fully connect its 
global aspirations cycling as a platform to inspire “an active mobility society”.  
I am the engine to Nissan is a grassroots connection to its international 
cycling platform.

Date: July 21, 2012 or August 18, 2012 alternate

The Southeast has become a destination for cyclist. With deep roots in the 
Western US, Texas, Wisconsin and New England, the sport has taken notice 
of our varying terrain, ideal climate, pristine roads and existing infrastructure. 
Furthermore, thanks to successful companies like Lightspeed, Lynskey, 
Maxxis, and Hincapie (to name but a very few) the Southeast is drawing 
marquee events in cities like Greenville, South Carolina and Chattanooga - 
who will host the 2013 US Cycling Championships.

Why should Franklin, Tennessee take a backseat to any of these cities?

Cities like Greenville, SC and Chattanooga are raising the bar for how a community can thrive as a cycling centered communities



HANDCRAFTED IN NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE

BICYCLES + BEER = BIG DRAW FOR THE DFA!

IATE will hold a multi-faceted event that engages community members’ 

young and old, merchants, cyclists as well as food and craft beer enthusiasts.  

This event requires that a controlled access circuit be created for the race as 

well as sections of 3rd avenue at the square and 4th avenue be partitioned to 

accommodate the race, healthy living exposition and craft beer festival.  

Unlike the Main Street Festival, this event does not include vendor tents 

along Main Street, which in effect would create a partition between spectators

and downtown merchants. To the contrary this event lines up 

spectators along the sidewalks of Main Street right at the Merchants doors.  

This is a free event with the exception of the craft beer festival, affectionately 

named “Tour de Tap Handle.” 

In support of local merchants and to facilitate festival attendees to engaging 

our downtown vendors, a “Shop in Downtown Franklin” promotion will be 

marketed.  This promotion will be included as part of the event marketing 

campaign complete with a $5.00 coupon being donated to each paid beer 

festival attendee (est. 1500-3000) and only valid 

for the day of the event.

With tight corners and speeds over 50mph, The day will quite literally be a blur.

Rhizome’s “East Nashville Beer Festival” and “12South Winter Warmer” events both sold out (1500 tix) in under on hour



HANDCRAFTED IN NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE

BENEFITS

DOWNTOWN MERCHANTS

Businesses of Franklin will enjoy a captive audience of potential customers. 
Spectators, craft beer festival goers, fans and racers will line the streets to 
eat, shop and watch the event.

Unlike, other Franklin events, rent paying Franklin city merchants will not 
be competing withoutside vendors to sale food or merchandise. To further 
excite the support of all the city proprietors inside or touching the race course 
— proprietors the program will be including $5.00 coupon to all registered 
participants redeemable day of the event with all DFA member businesses 
touching the race course.

FEASIBILITY

This initiative requires investment in time and resources for all involved.  
Having successfully executed all aspects of this event — including multiple 
cycling events and beer festivals in Downtown locations — we are confident 
that this event will be a success.  

ECONOMIC IMPACT

The Battle of Franklin Criterium and Festival, if fully supported by the City of 
Franklin, will grow to become of the countries most significant cycling events.  
As a benchmark the City of Athens, Georgia Twilight Criterium consistently 
draws over 30,000 spectators and some of cycling’s hottest starts to their 
streets annually.  With Nissan’s continued investment and support in cycling 
we expect to bring out some stars of our own.  Truth be told, this first year 
will do well to attract 300 racers and 2000-3000 spectators to the sidewalks 
and designated Festival areas within the Downtown Franklin envelope. 
 

As we work together each subsequent year will bring exponential growth 
with this event ultimately being included USA Cycling’s USA Criterium Series 
Calendar.  Our team estimates it will take 2-3 years of successful events to 
achieve this milestone.  Together, I am the engine, the City of Franklin and 
Nissan can expedite this process.  Once achieved our previous experience 
show that numbers in the tens of thousands will be achievable.  

I am the engine and its partners firmly believe that The City of Franklin, our 
city, would stand to benefit significantly from support of this event.   
Working together we can build awareness to the fact that Franklin, Tennessee 
is one of the friendliest cities to cycling and active lifestyles.  

From features in regional publications to national media exposure, this event 
would give the City of Franklin a credible claim as a active lifestyle tourism 
destination.  Further, with the City of Franklin’s continued support visitor 
generated revenue would stand to significantly increase from year to year.  

Should the City of Franklin choose to support this event it will make a down 
payment on an investment which will affect community wellness and quality 
of life.  For the City of Franklin, the time is now to connect the joy of bicy-
cling, healthy eating and zero emissions lifestyles with a happier and 
healthier Franklin.
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CYCLING EVENTS

BATTLE OF FRANKLIN  CRITERIUM

In tribute to and respect to the events of November 30th, 1864 and further in 

our desire to connect Franklin’s rich tradition to a 21st century demographic, 

we have consulted with key Battle of Franklin stakeholders to introduce this 

event and its planned name.  The Battle of Franklin Criterium was received 

warmly and has been gaining awareness despite being in the early stages of 

development. 

IATE is proposing to move what is currently the largest one-day racing 

event in the state of Tennessee known as the 2010 and 2011 Criterium of 

Brentwood held in Brentwood, TN to Downtown Franklin. The format in 

Downtown Franklin will attract athletes from all over the region and across 

the nation in subsequent years. 

It is important to note that a key partner and sponsor of this event James 

Soto, CEO of ISM was an integral planner and participant in the Edgar Soto 

Memorial Stage Race, which to this day remains the single largest competi-

tive cycling event held in Tennessee.  For two of the events four year history a 

Criterium was successfully held in Downtown Nashville without incident and 

to the benefit of community members and merchants along First, Second and 

Broadway.  Given our logistic and planning team’s experience with downtown 

Criterium racing, we are confident this event will be successful.

BIKE PARADE

On the morning of November 30th 1864 Union soldiers wrote in their diary 

about hearing the battle drums but unable to see the marching confederate 

soldiers to due to the heavy morning dew. Illustrated by re-enactor’s leading 

out the bike parade the Franklin marching and drumming as they did the 

morning of as the confederate army marched battle. The historic battle at 

Franklin lasted one day as will this event.  In tribute of our rich history we 

will encouraging community members and their children to ride the course 

following a procession of civil war enthusiasts.  The I am the engine 

committee feels it important to connect our rich history with this event.  
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FESTIVAL EVENTS

TOUR DE TAP HANDLE  CRAFT BEER AND MUSIC FESTIVAL

Located opposite of the racecourse around the rotunda. The accompanying 

beer festival affectionately named “Tour de Tap Handle” will bring 60 craft 

breweries and draw thousands of consumers, community members and 

cycling enthusiasts to Downtown Franklin. Festivalgoers will be able to taste 

some of the finest locally and regional beverages featuring select brews 

designated for this very special event.  In conjunction with this event 

Whole Foods Market will hold a community “Health Starts Here” expo 

featuring local growers and producers.  This event component will be held in 

the partitioned area on 4th Avenue with additional representation in the 

controlled access beer festival area.

Rhizome Productions will take primary responsibility for the craft beer 

festival.  Rhizome is responsible for the East Nashville Beer Festival, 12 

South Winter Warmer as well as the Brews at the Zoo promotion scheduled 

for June 1, 2012.  Rhizome is regarded as one of the most respected craft 

beer festival promoters in the Southeast.  It is the desire of this team to build 

this festival smartly as Rhizome purposefully limits the ticket numbers to 

account for attendee experience and event control.

WELLNESS EXPOSITION

The I am the engine expo will feature a Whole Fuel food court, wheel tent 

and aid station for registered racers and support (sponsored by Whole Foods 

Market) and a Nissan vehicle showcase.  The objective of the exposition is 

to feature local wellness focused organizations as well as support the event 

sponsors and community stakeholders.  Unlike other events, limited food 

and beverages will be made available so as to facilitate participants and 

downtown merchants connecting.
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EVENT TIMELINE

CATEGORY

              

OPENING CEREMONIES

M5

J1014

J1518

M30+

W4

KID'S

M4

M3

W123

PARADE

MP12

START TIME

9:30 AM

10:15 AM

11:00 AM

11:35 AM

12:10 PM

12:55 PM

1:40 PM

2:15 PM

3:10 PM

4:15 PM

5:20 PM

6:05 PM

DURATION

0:30:00

0:30:00

0:20:00

0:20:00

0:30:00

0:30:00

0:20:00

0:40:00

0:50:00

0:50:00

0:30:00

1:10:00

END TIME

10:00 AM

10:45 AM

11:20 AM

11:55 AM

12:40 PM

1:25 PM

2:00 PM

2:55 PM

4:00 PM

5:05 PM

5:50 PM

7:15 PM
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THANK YOU.

Jonathan Woody
Harpeth Bicycles

James Soto
Industrial Strength Marketing

Sharp Emmons
Industrial Strength Marketing
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